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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is response to the communication filed 
on 07/23/03 in application 10/624,470. 

2. Claims 1-7 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lin et al . (U.S. 6,707,748 hereafter referred 
to as Lin) in view of Fukuzawa et al . (U.S. Pub'. No. 
2003/0088720 hereafter referred to as Fukuzawa) . 
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As per claims 1-2 ; 

Lin substantially teaches the invention. Lin teaches: 

- A computer system data restoring device (i.e., data and 
power backup device ) is comprised of [abstract, fig. 2 and 
4A-B, col. 1: lines 10-15 and lines 55-67]/ 

- a casing [fig. 5, col. 7, lines 18-21]; 

- CPU (i.e., controller), a connection port, a memory, a 
connection interface, a controller IC, a data storage device 
[fig. 2 and 4A-B, col. 4, lines 27-53]; 

- the circuit device connected to computer host via 
connection port, activating software, restoring device 
i.e., data and power backup device ) to external computer 
host [abstract, fig. 2 and 4A-B, col. 1: lines 56 through 
col . 2 , lines 55] ; 

Lin does not explicitly address: 

- a plurality of function keys. 

However, Lin does disclose capability of: 

- A backup including data device [abstract, fig. 2 and 4A- 
B, col. 1: lines 10-15 and lines 55-67] comprising: 

- a data connectivity among external circuit device, 
processors via a host computer system, memory, port 
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connection, connection interfaces, etc... [fig. 2 and 4A-B, 
col. 1, lines 55-67] . 

- a user access capability to the backup including data 
device [col. 3, lines 53-67 and table 1] . 

In addition, Fukuzawa explicitly teaches: 

- A backup and restoring computer system [abstract, fig. 1- 
2, col. 1, par. 0001 and col. 8, claim 8] comprising: 

- a data connectivity among external circuit device, 
processing systems, memory, port connection, connection 
interfaces, etc... [fig. 1, col. 3, par. 0044-0057] . 

- a counter field and a key data for accessing the record 
in supporting the data backup and restoration process 
[col. 3, par. 0047-0048]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention 
to first realizing Lin' s a user access capability to the backup 
including data device in supporting the backup and restoring 
process as being the plurality of function keys system as 
claimed by Applicant. This is because Lin. performed data 
operating system failure detection and recovery via power backup 
and batch file communication process. By utilizing these 
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capabilities, the computer operating system or computer host can 
be directed or redirected promptly and functioned properly 
during backup and restoring process via user access or function 
keys access in supporting the computer system continuity 
operation; second, by applying the counter field and a key data 
for accessing the record in supporting the data backup and 
restoration process as taught by Fukuzawa in conjunction with 
the backup including data device as taught by Lin, the computer 
system including external backup and restoration capabilities 
can enhance its operation performance, more specifically to 
ensuring the error detected, corrected, and replaced (i.e., 
backup) in proper and efficient manner. 

This modification would have been obvious because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
so to improve the computer system operation availability and 
network/system performance therein with a mechanism to enhance 
the data connectivity, data debugging, data reliability, and 
data throughput which eventually will increase its performance, 
such as data throughput between internal and external devices . 



As per claims 3-5; 

Lin further teaches : 
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- CPU (i.e., controller), a connection port, a memory, a 
connection interface, a controller IC, a data storage device 
[fig. 2 and 4A-B, col. 4, lines 27-53]; 

- a USB interface, a 1394 serial interface, a hard disk, a 
memory card, ATA/ATAPI interface (i.e., SD, MCC, memory 
stick interfaces) [abstract, fig. 2 and 4A-B, col. 2, lines 
30-35]; 

- a compact disk burner [fig. 1-2 and 4A-B] . 

As per claim 6 : 

Due to the similarity of claim 6 to claim 1 except for a 
circuit device of a computer system data restoring device 
comprising a CPU, a connection port, a memory; a connection 
interface, a controller IC, etc... instead of a computer system 
data restoring device comprising a CPU, a connection port, a 
memory, a connection interface, a controller IC, etc.; 
therefore, these claims are also rejected under the same 
rationale applied against claim 1. In addition, all of the 
limitations have been noted in the rejection as per claim 1. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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5. Claim 7 is allowable over the prior art of record. 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance: 

With respect to claim 7, the Examiner asserts that the 
novelty of the claim when read as a whole is : 

NN h) Determining whether the function keys of the restoring 
device are pressed if the computer host already has the 
application software for executing the computer system data 
restoring device; i) Terminating operations if no function keys 
are pressed, and returning to step c, or shutting down as step 
g; j) Determining whether the quick backup key is pressed; k) If 
yes, checking differences between last execution of quick backup 
and the present time, or between first execution of quick backup 
and the default system data backup file, and store the 
differences to the restoring device; or if not, returning to 
step c; 1) Determining whether the complete backup key is 
pressed; m) If yes, checking differences between all data and 
the default system data file, and storing the differences into a 
storage equipment of the restoring device to replace the 
original complete backup, deleting the original quick backup 
file, and returning to step c; pi n) Determining whether the 
restoring key is pressed if the complete backup key is not 
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pressed; o) If yes, displaying various restoring points of the 
selection table on the monitor for selections of a user; if not, 
returning to step c; p) Determining whether the restoring point 
selected by the user is the default system data; q) If yes, 
executing the default system data installed and stored in the 
restoring device to restore the computer host system, and 
returning to step c when having completed the execution; r) If 
not, determining whether the restoring point selected by the 
user is a first restoring point; s). If yes, executing a 
difference file and the default system data file stored by the 
complete backup in the restoring device to restore the computer 
host system, and returning to step c after having completed the 
execution; t) If not, determining whether the restoring point 
selected by the user is the second restoring point; u) If yes, 
according to the time of restoring point selected, executing the 
difference file and the default system data file stored by the 
quick backup in the restoring device to restore the computer 
host system, and returning to step c after having completed the 
execution; v) If not, determining whether the restoring point 
selected by the user is the third restoring point; and w) If 
yes, according to the time of restoring point selected, 
executing the difference file and the default system data file 
stored by the quick backup in the restoring device to restore 



Application/Control Number: 10/624,470 Page 9 

Art Unit: 21 14 

the computer host system, and returning to step c after having 

completed the execution; and x) If not, returning to step c." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

7. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is 
set to expired THREE (3) months, ZERO days from the date of this 
letter. Failure to respond within the period for response will 
cause the application to be abandoned. 35 U.S.C. 133. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dieu-Minh 
Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-3660. The examiner can 
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normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Scott Baderman can be 
reached on (571)272-3644. The Tech Center 2100 phone number is 
(571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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